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	PRESS RELEASE
	


Ján Figeľ becomes the Gypsy spirit 2009 patron
Bratislava 18th march 2009 – the Slovak European Commission representative Ján Figeľ, the Euro commissioner for education, training, culture and youth, accepted patronage over the Gypsy spirit 2008 project – the aims of which is are to create a tradition regarding awarding work for the Roma community, create a public platform for the presentation of positive life-changing contributions, and thereby push the greater public closer to the activities of the organisation and individuals focused on supporting Roma integration into society. 
It is still possible to become a part of the project yourself, or indeed nominate another individual on the basis of concise, completed entry forms or nominations featured on the www.gypsyspirit.eu website for a few more days, specifically up until 20th March 2009. the organisers have received 65 nominations in five categories to date. The enunciators for the projects debut are The Association for Culture, Education and Communication (ACEC) in collaboration with  Slovenské elektrárne, Inc. – a member of the Enel group as the general partner, and The National Centre for Equal Opportunities, The Roma Women’s association, The Respect APP and Everyvent agencies as event partners.
“Education connects people both locally and globally. It’s for this very reason that the availability and quality of education both become a fundamental requirement regarding social integration. Furthermore, education also assists in developing one’s inherent talents and culture. It gives me great pleasure to see that The Association for Culture, Education and Communication has been setting the path for many years in Slovakia in terms of the Roma and socially challenged families and communities regarding the aforementioned requirements:. -  Ján Figeľ.
The awards themselves are divided into five categories. Prizes to be awarded in the first category are designated for NGOs - for the implementation of a specific project focused on the support and development of the Roma minority and results achieved thereby The second category features Corporate awards for long-term support of projects focusing on social aid and Roma community support. The third category covers areas regarding the organisation and implementation of extra-curricula education activities with specific focus on Roma youth and youngsters. The fourth category features an Individual award for long-term work contributing to improved standing on the part of the Roma The fifth and final category goes under the name of Activity of the year. The general assessment criteria are set as follows: Achieved results and their measurability, motivational influence on the surroundings, originality and creativity, exceptional contributions, positive perception on the part of the general public and the duration of the respective events nominated.
The awards ceremony is set to take place on Thursday 16th April at the Slovak Radio building. The gypsy Spirit awards prize-winners receive their awards from renowned judges of merit in the field of inter-human relations, peace policies and human rights in the social sphere and culture.  The specialist panel of judges is made up of a 5 seater commission which assesses the nominations and work in all categories with the exception of the 'Activity of the year' category. The winner in this category is to be decided by popular vote - in this case, another five seater panel made up of project partner representatives, the media and the organisation committee.
You can find more information regarding the project at www.gypsyspirit.eu.
The Association for Culture, education and Communication (ACEC) is a non governmental organisation, the aims of which are to create understanding, support international cultural exchanges, deepen education and create space for the further continuation of mutual communication. ACEC projects are focused on current social events and they develop, strengthen and improve communication within Slovakia itself, on an international basis and also in rural areas and regional risk regions from the international point of view. ACEC applies new, non-traditional forms of communication in its projects and - since 1999 – has implemented a number of projects deemed unique from the international viewpoint.
Slovenské elektrárne is the largest electricity producer in Slovakia and Enel is the largest energy conglomerate in Europe, active in 22 countries around the world. Slovenské elektrárne and Enel are partners of renowned philanthropic institutes. Enel's industrial civic responsibility program is entitled Energy for the Country - energy for sport, energy for culture, energy for education, energy for the environment and energy for humanity. These are all energy activity areas which SA is also supporting in 2009 via the corporate social responsibility program in Slovakia The Gypsy spirit program falls under the Energy for humanity program.
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